
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We learn and 

grow with 

Jesus to love, 

inspire and 

serve others. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We are Citizens: 
Stewards of Our World 

 
Theme Overview 

 
Year 4: Habitats and Living 

Things 

 



We are Citizens: Stewards of Our World 

Year 4: 

During this half term’s theme, the children will focus on recognising different groups of animals locally and in the wider world. 
They will develop their understanding of habitats and the environmental challenges that have had an impact on these 
habitats. Through science lessons, children will learn how to identify animals by their features and have different ways of 

grouping animals by those features using classification keys.  Children will be able to describe some of the environmental 
changes that have occurred throughout recent history and begin to recognise some of the solutions that can be implanted to 
help protect the animals and habitats that are threatened by these changes. Through working scientifically in the local 

environment and observing animals in the locality, children will be able to produce local guides and keys to recognise plants 
and animals.  
Through design and technology lessons, the children will design bird houses, make them from plans and evaluate their work. 
They will have an improved understanding of the best places to place their bird houses to encourage nesting birds to areas. In 

English, the children will look at simple organisational devices and persuasive language to create pieces of work that highlight 
the messages learnt from this topic.  

Theme Impact 

Children will have an improved understanding of the animals and plants that can be found locally and in the wider world. 
They will be able to run enquiries to group animals in an organised way and look at environmental dangers and solutions to 

protect plants and animals for the future. Children will have the opportunity to analyse and assess on the market bird houses  
and design and make their own bird houses to help nesting birds in the locality. They will then be able  to showcase their 
understanding of the topic by creating information tests using some of the organisational devices learnt.  

Catholic Social Teaching 

Dignity of the Human Person 

Human dignity is something that can’t be taken away. Catholic Social Teaching states that each and every person has value, 
are worthy of great respect and must be free from slavery, manipulation and exploitation. Through their Collective Worship, 
children will be reminded that we are all made in the image of God and that God is present in all of us- no matter their race, 
culture or belief.  Children may think about migrants and refugees, the elderly in our community, prisoners and their familie s 

and the homeless.   

Virtues and Values 

Our virtue and values focus this term is: Faith-filled and Hopeful 
Faith-filled in their beliefs and hopeful for the future. By passing on the living and faith-filled tradition of Jesus Christ; by 
having persevering faith in the pupils, and by encouraging them in turn, to have faith and hope in  themselves and others. 

British Values 

Individual Liberty – Children will learn how they have the freedom to make choices in many aspects of their life. Children will 

understand that rules, laws and restrictions are in place to make sure they are safe and healthy. Children will use 
Remembrance as an important focus and begin to understand that soldiers in all wars allow us to have these freedoms.  

Curriculum Drivers 

PSHE 

  

• Anti-bullying 
• Celebrating Differences 

British Values – Democracy, Tolerance, Individual Liberty 

Design and Technology 

National Curriculum Objectives Knowledge and Skills Progression 

Design  

• generate, develop, model and communicate their 
ideas through discussion, annotated sketches, 
cross-sectional and exploded diagrams, prototypes, 
pattern pieces and computer-aided design 

Make 

• Select from and use a wider range of tools and 
equipment to perform practical tasks [for example, 
cutting, shaping, joining and finishing], accurately. 

• Select from and use a wider range of materials and 
components, including construction materials, 

Design Including Research 
R1- Children safely use and explore a variety of 
materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with 
colour, design, texture, form and function. 
D3- Choose the materials/ ingredients /tools they will 
use, based on their suitability for the task. 
D4- Write a detailed list of the materials/ 
ingredients/tools they will need. 
Make 



textiles and ingredients, according to their 
functional properties and aesthetic qualities 

Evaluate 

• Investigate and analyse a range of existing 
products.  

MC1- Cutting - Measure and mark materials before 
cutting.  Cut materials accurately, using appropriate 
tools. Score and fold paper/card accurately.  
MC2- Joining- Join a range of materials using a variety 
of methods, usually choosing the method most suited 
to the task. 
 

Geography  

National Curriculum Objectives Knowledge and Skills Progression 

Human and Physical Geography 
• Physical geography, including: climate zones, 

biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, 
volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle. 

Pupils will describe and understand key aspects of: 
HPG1: Physical geography, including: rivers, volcanoes 
and earthquakes, and the water cycle and extreme 
weather events. 

Science 

National Curriculum Objectives Knowledge and Skills Progression 

Working Scientifically 
• Living Things and their habitats. 

• Recognise that living things can be grouped in a 
variety of ways. 

• Explore and use classification keys to help group, 
identify and name a variety of living things in their 
local and wider environment. 

• Recognise that environments can change and that 
this can sometimes pose dangers to living things. 

Year 4 
• I know how to construct and interpret a variety of 

food chains, identifying producers, predators and 
prey. 

• I know how to recognise that living things can be 
grouped in a variety of ways. 

• I know how to explore and use classification keys to 
help group, identify and name a variety of living 
things in their local and wider environment. 

• I know how to recognise that environments can 
change and that this can sometimes pose dangers 
and have an impact on living things. 

Working Scientifically 
• Use and make simple guides or keys to explore and 

identify local plants and animals 

• Make a guide to local living things. 

• Raise and answer questions based on their 
observations of animals and what they have found 
out about other animals that they have researched. 

Wider Curriculum Opportunities 

Writing Reading 

• Simple organisational devices to produce 
information texts.  

• Persuasive devices to have an impact on the reader. 

Greta and the Giants by Zoe Tucker 
Selection of non-fiction texts linked to animal 
classification and habitats.  

Enrichment Home Learning 

• Litter picking in the locality and supporting ‘Little 
Litter Warriors’ efforts to clean up our local 
environment.  

• Build bird houses and place them in the local 
environment.  

Create a bug hotel using 
recycled materials or 
suet fat balls for birds. 
Place them in the local 
area or garden and 
record their progress.  

Complete a weeklong 
drive to improve the 
environment as a family. 
Can include recycling, 
upcycling, charity shop 
contributions.  

Complete a bug hunt or 
bird watching sessions in 
your local area or 
garden. 

 

Create a poster linked to 
the ‘Little Litter Warriors’ 
promoting their values 
and encouraging others 
to join.  

 

Spelling and Grammar Maths 



• Adding the prefix auto-, inter-. 

• Adding the suffix -ly. 

• Words with the ay sound spelt eigh, ei, ey.  
• Expanded noun phrases. 

Addition and Subtraction 
Measurement – Area 
Multiplication and Division 

Discrete Objectives 

RE PE 

• Jesus Teaches us to Pray 
• Advent 

• Christmas 

• Swimming 
• Gymnastics 

Music Modern Foreign Languages 

• Continuation of learning to play the recorder with 
Mrs Mallinson.  

French 

• Les Habitats 

Design and Technology PSHE/RSE 

• Evaluate their ideas and products against their own 
design criteria and consider the views of others to 
improve their work. 

• Anti-bullying 

• Celebrating Differences 

 

 


